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meeting lasted 20
minutes before he

was told to make the
cuts. The

administration
canceled the “sister
city” meeting that

had been scheduled
with the city of Gary.
“We would have had
someone from the

U.S. Embassy come
to the community,”

said a member of the
mayor’s staff, who

spoke on the
condition of

anonymity because
they were not

authorized to speak
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to the media. “And
we would have

explained the history
and the significance

of our sister city
relationship.” The

Chicago office of the
State Department
did not respond to
repeated questions
about the canceled

meeting or about the
Trump

administration’s
plans for the city.
But in December,
Secretary of State

Rex Tillerson said in
a speech that

Chicago was under
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consideration to
replace Detroit as

the next U.S.
Embassy in Cuba.
The city has not

received a formal
offer. Hector

Espinosa, who has
lived in Bridgeport

since the late 1990s,
said he and his

family have long
resented Chicago’s

pursuit of the
resolution. “I think

it’s very disrespectful
to come into a

community that’s
been through so

much and send the
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message to us,
‘We’re going to buy
you back,’” he said.

On Jan. 20,
Bridgeport’s National
Day, El Sabio wore a

button with a
Chicago flag on the
front and a Cuban
flag on the back. A

week later, the
mayor’s supporters

drove two tractors —
one with a grinning
Trump — through
the streets and

waved Cuban and
U.S. flags. One of the
tractors briefly faced

traffic. Now that
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