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2017 The Trump presidency is a time of
great upheaval. Call it the end of the
world or a new era or a long-awaited

new beginning. I live in this new era and
I feel it like it’s my own skin. I watch

Trump’s ascent with mixed emotions —
and I’m not the only one. A broader

segment of Americans feel the world is
turning upside down, too. And when we

watch the wheels of the world move
more slowly as the procession of

normalcy passes through us like a
centipede, we wonder what can happen
next, what will come next. But one thing
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will come next. It’s hard to predict what
kind of president Trump will be. And yet
I still hope that, in many ways, he will

be a better president than anyone else.
Don’t get me wrong — anyone can be a
better president than Trump if they’re
willing to rise above the usual levels of
self-interest and avoid the usual traps

of demagoguery and conspiracy
theories. And Trump will never be such
a president. But I feel a different sort of

hope. I think Trump will be a better
president because he knows what our

interests really are. He is our true
representative. He knows that what

unites us is our commitment to
freedom, equality, fairness and

community. He knows that we all stand
for community — that the community of
humanity, of the people, is our only real

interest and foundation. And that is
more than can be said about anyone
else at the top of the government. I
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mean no offense to the many fine
people who have run for the office of
president. To you all I say: Thank you.
In winning the election you did all of us

and our community, all of us here
today, great service. You have shown
that the American community cares

about its future, as you well know. You
have served as people’s friends and

their allies in the broad community of
liberty. You have not been acting out of

special or exclusive or partisan
interests. And I have to say that in this
time of great change and unrest, and

even some disagreement, I feel for the
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(VST/RTAS/AU).Maybe the national
media are right to see a “rigged” U.S.

political system that overlooks the
wishes of voters. Maybe the system

really is “rigged” in favor of Republican
interests. How do we know? For

starters, consider the arbitrary way in
which Donald Trump was elected. In
2016, pollsters projected a tight race
between Hillary Clinton and Donald

Trump. But then, after just one debate,
Trump’s favorable rating shot up in the
polls. He soon had a 15-point lead. One

week later, Trump won the popular
vote. Meanwhile, some key polling
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